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dler. The English is eagle, and i stylised
rolif o the winged predator soars over
the German oompany’s name. Set up in
1586, Frankfunt based Adler hod muaide
100,000 bicycles by IS0S. In 1895 it diversified
into producing typewrtiers — and cars a year
Iber, Motorevoles followed m 1902, but they
lastid & miere fivee years, until 1907,
Medoroyehe producton did not restart until
19650 — prompled by the post-war consumer
oom i Germany, But when it did, there was
ample evidence of orginal thought from
Adlers design team. The finst machine, the
MO0, was o 50 x Hlmm 98cc two-stroke sin
e, with s crankshadt, clutch and gearbox
arranged in line. This was an deal lyou for
shaft dove, ot Adler mounted the engine
across the frame — with finad drive by cludn,
In 1951, 1250 and 150oe versions joined the
range, followed ot the end of the year by o
M0ee ewine With a bore and stroke of 48 x
P, this weis the Boremanmes of Adlirs most
popular motoreyele, the MBS0, These three
models had shot leading ok Torks, coin
trolled by spieal clock type sprirgs and riction
dhmpers. Plhunger units supporied the pear
wheel Further motorcycle devedopoment ot
Auller wies rapic. The 2000 twin wis joimnaed by
i 250ee version in 1063 — the bore had been
enlarged to Smm. Both twing were super-
seded by the mproved MB2G0 in 1064
Alihough they sold well in Germany, very Tew
Adlers were exponted 1o the United Kingdom.
Londoner Bemie Stevens owns o 1064
AToe MBS0 twin. Now delivering the milk in
rural Sussex, Bermie s a devolee of Fifties
Gorman motoecycles, remarking that he has
always hoen attructed by the quality of thetr
design wndd manufnctoee. The design detad] on
the Adler is indeed astonishing when com
pared with comemporary Britlsh motorey-
cles Gond exumples are the nestly mounted
i — it's in the outer cover of e battery
bk — el the handiebar lock in the centre of
thie steering dampeer knob., Bettor still, the tool-
box hinges down from the frame to reveal a
concepled, and locked lid, Onee this is

Owners of Ariel two-strokes will spot
the similarity of front fork treatment.
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Owner Bernle Stevens is a devoted fan of
German design and manufacturing quality.

removied, thie box becomes & ool tray, Cood
design always makes the link between form
anid function. Adler’s talented engineers were
albviously umifettened by cost secountants and
endless project commuitiess

Bernde wis outhid at auction for the muthen-
e anid unrestored Adler, But when the twin
was agadn on silde, he just had 1o hove it — at
a far higher price than he wizs prepuored (o pay
originally Finkshed in a light metallic g@reen,
the Enchesd pakntwork has been touched up in
places. Bemibe explains that the right hand
side 15 in worse shape than the lefi — reflect-
ing how thie Adber wis stored, | hiope be never
restores this wonderful survivor

The engine is a undt construction parallel
twin twosstroke. The separate, cist-iron cylin
ders have square bore and strobee dinensions
of Gdmm, giving a capacity of 24Tce. Adler
clatmed s power output of |6y at 5600mpm,
s the motoreycle wonld have been consiid-
ered ey In s day. But it doesn't ery out for

[ o five speed gearbox or demand excessive

cluteh stip and engine revs to pull away,

The drive is via an engine speed chitch and
primary geans to an albindirect gearbox. The
firuad hrive chain is fully enclosed. The power
unit s houwsed in a8 widelysplayed duplex
framw, ftted with plunger rear suspension
Unusually, the units are equipped with
hydranlic dumping, with adpestrent Tor load
by s of racially finned cap nuts on togp,
The fromt forks are also hydrulically damped
and retain the short leading link geometry of
the earlier models. But instesd of the spiral
springs, the MEZ5) uses onils. These are oper
wtie] vin o cam arrangement within the alu-
ninium housing at the bottom of each (ork
lig. The leading links also pivot i this poinl.

Thee upper ends of the fork legs terminate in
i fork crowm below the steering head just ke
a bicyele. Ariel used the idea on their own
tworstroke twins, the Leader and Amow. This
resailts in & neat, unchuttered steering head
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1954 Adler MB250
Engine type two-stroke paraliel twin
Bore x stroke 54 x S4mm

Capacity 247cc

Power output | 6bhp

Transmission four-speed, wet clutch
Frame full duples cradie

Suspension short leading link fron fork,
hydraulically damped plungers at rear
Welght 204l Seat Height 290n
Wheelbase 494in

Top speed 72mph

Petroll corsurmption 70mpg at S0mgpk
Cluly contact Alan Abraharms, British Two-
Stroke Chub, 38 Charles Drive, Cuxton,
Kent ME2 10R,

Price new £210

Gulde price mow As few as five complete Adler
twins mary rermain In Britain, They rarely appear
for sale In Germarny. 5o 1f you're locking for an
MIB250 Addlee, be prepared for a long search,
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Plunger licrn Is sophisticated, with
hydraulic damping and adjustment for load.

The interchangeable wheels are fitted with
I6in rims and shod with SL5ENn section tyres
(they would have béen 3 1 originally ),
Dunlop MNanged aluminiom  alloy rims have
replaced the chromed steel originals. This
change may have been made at the Adler Gc-
tory, becmese the strange spoking patiem
they cross twice on Lhe brake side of the hub
and onee on the other — s the same on both
wheels, Later machines had the spolee Mange
holes equally spaced, alomg with 0 mon: con-
ventional spoking patiemm

Those gigantic full-width aluminiom alloy
hubs house 180mm (THin) dismeter bradoss,
and to my surprise [ found them to be the
Adler's least impressive feature. The front
seemid to lack any bite, while the rear locked
its wheel all oo easily. In May 1964, Motor
Cyeting's Jobn Thorpe found them “the sorl of
which one dreames — powerful, smooth, fude-
lesss.™ The 4D yier old brake linings on Bermies
machine need replacing!

Two well valanoed rear mudguards ane typ-
feal of the luxury package — the rear incorpo-
rates the single © rettor's air  mtake
gileneer. Alter slackening four chromed
fommy bars, the hinged rear section can be




lifted upwards when removing the rear wheel.

The tank holds 15 litres (34 gallons) of 25:1
petroil mixiure. The optional Denfeld seat is
wonderfully comfortable. Most models were
fitted with a sprung Bronighause single sad-
dle. The VDO speedometer is calibrated in
miles per hour —indicating that this Adler
waes bullt for export to Britain. The odometer
records under 16,000 miles.

With a high quality Bosch electrical system,
the Adler starts readily with a laey prod on the
inward folding kickstarter. It settles down (o a
subdued burble from the long, efficient twin
sitencers. Sitting on the machine | realise that
this compact motorcycle is not
uncomfortably small, even for a six
footer like me,

Gear selection is strange at first,
Neutral is at the bottom of the left hand
pedal’s selection range. Thus all
four gears are up for up. This :
caught me out in traffic until famil- \\,
iarfty took over But each time [
came (o i stop, 1 still found mysell gancing
for repssurance ol the green neutral Eump in
the speedometer's face. Rocking pedal
gearchanges are very Continental, almost
alien to English fders. | found the one on the
Adler difficult to use. The heel pad s ather
too small — foreing my ankle into uncomfon-
able contact with the kickstarer crnk.

The change from first to second i compar-
atively slow — there is a falrly wide gap in the
rutios — but the other changes were quick
and smooth, although not as slick as on my
Velocette single. The Adlers engine speed
cluteh is probably more to blame than the
gearbiong

Omes under way the engine is a little rough
if upward gearchanges are made too early.
This fsn't vibration, more a feeling of the ndi-
vidual power impulses. But from about 35mph
in top gear the engine smoothes oul. Apart
from a lietde tingle at around S0mph, and the
onset of more severe vibmation at peak revs,
the Adler is creamy simooth,

Excellent handling s a by-product of the
loww centre of gravity, resulting as it does from
the small wheels and limited travel suspen-
sion. It wis not long before [ grounded the
centre stant on a left-hand comer, The sus-

Leading link front fork with large 180mm full-width hub brake,
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mudglurdl'llnguq:mm@
wheel: note armoured wiring over hinge.

include postage.

May 1954 £2.50

Further reading

Here's whiat we can supply you with on the Adler
twin in photadopy form from ourarchive, Prices

Mator Cycling Continental report by jehn Thorpe: 13

The Motor Cycle road test: 18 August 1955, £2.50
Adler MB250 Instruction Book: 79 pages. £5.50

A sporting engine, but the mudguards are
deeply valanced and the final drive chain
Is fully enclosed: typically German,

: pension copes well with the odd bump
_ & or pothole, Unfortunately | didn't

encounter any rippled surfaces
during my ride. Daspite its Hmit-
e travel, especially ol the rear,
the suspension works quite
impeceahly.
I quickly reached a comfonable Glmph
cruising speed, which felf as i it could be hold
all day. Adler claimed & maximum of T2mph
and Motor Cyeling’s John Thorpe recorded
Thmph without pushing his loaned machine
(o0 hird

The Adler twin is a very Impressive motor-
eyele, Iis deslgn was copied, if not inproved,
It was an open secred in the British industry
that Val Page's last design for Arel, the Leader,
relied heavily on the Adler, And no wonder
Yamaha's two-strokes bore more than a peass
ing resemblanee o Adlers. All designers have
to stant somewhers, 8o they might as well start
from scomething good.

Adller's MBEG0 continued until 1856, when it
wis replaced by updated models — the
Sprinter and the Favort Their pivoted rear
fork frames had been developed Mom meing
and Intemational Six Diays Trials successes.

In 1957 Adler; along with Trumph (TWN) of
Niimberg, were boughi
by Grundig, Germuanys
largest  producer  of
rudios and  televisions.
Grundig stopped motor
cycle production, con-
centrating  their office
machinery output at the
two factories.  Adler
TIMCH Il'l':\-'i']!.,'." Wiy onee
again ousted by Dy
writers, as they hod

Wirite to: Richard Rosenthal, been in 1907, The soar-
The Classic MotorCyde, 20-22 Station Road, ing pagle had landed for
Kettering, Northarnts NN15 7HH. good — In the office,
Make cheques payable to The Cossic MotorCyce, where the guality of
or call with your Visa/Access number an Adler design was still
01536 386790, recognised as second (o
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